THE  GROWTH  OF  FEUDALISM
ecclesiastical establishment required lands, cultivated by peasants,
the produce of which was collected by the clergy. Every episcopal
see, abbey, or church possessing what was known as the cure of
souls (from the Latin cura, care, from which is derived the French
curt, parish priest) was the owner of a domain which was inalien-
able, being regarded as belonging, not to the clergy, but to the
patron saint of the church, and was constantly being increased
indefinitely by fresh donations. Custom required that every true
Christian, in making his will, should bequeath to the saint 'for
the salvation of his soul' - as was stated in the deed - a piece of
land, whether large or small, so that the saint should intercede
with God for his soul. Part of the domains of the monasteries con-
sisted in pieces of land of all sixes acquired through bequests.
Hence by virtue of their property the clergy came under the do-
manial regime. The title to the domain belonged to the church,
but the bishop, abbot, or priest enjoyed its revenues, The domain
was known as a 'benefice' and bound up with the function, known
as the 'office', just as in the ninth century the benefice granted
to the vassal had been bound up with the service due to the lord.
But just as the vassal had ended by regarding the service as an
accessory and the fief as the essential thing, so the ecclesiastic
came to regard the benefice which provided him with his means
of subsistence as the essential thing, while feeling his office an
inconvenient burden. He tried to rid himself of hu» function by
delegating it to a deputy - for such is the sense of the word 'vicar*
(French, vicaire; Latin, vicarius) ~ whose duty it was to do the work,
while he kept the larger part of the revenues of the domain for
himself. The privileged ecclesiastics, having rid themselves of
their functions, which would have obliged them to reside on the
spot where these had to be exercised, succeeded in adding benefice
to benefice, just as the vassals succeeded in adding fief to fief.
They ceased to fulfil any religious function and became leisured
landowners.
In the second place, the prelates, as possessors of great domains
and, since the days of Charlemagne, invested with high govern-
mental functions, were obliged to do homage to the king and be-
come his vassals. Since in this capacity they were bound to furnish
the king with a body of armed men, they required an armed escort
and formed one either by taking men from the domains of their
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